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Name of Site #1: Aunty Math 

Site #1 URL: http://www.auntymath.com/

Name of Site #2: Figure This, Math Challenges for Families

Site #2 URL: http://www.figurethis.org/index.html

1= Poor   2= Marginal   3= Average   4= Good   5=Outstanding

You may use NA= not applicable if you feel the criteria isn’t relevant to the site.


Design comments:

Site 1:  I have the site a 1 on interactivity because there is none of it.  Children want to be given a problem, submit and answer and then be told if the are correct, or incorrect and why.  This site only gives you a problem and has you try to work it.  It never gives you the answer to the current problem or to any of the problems in the past.  Ideally parents would be able to figure the problems out and check their child's work, but not all parents are willing to do that.  It is difficult to move from page to page too.  Some pages were not even available anymore.  This page is offered as a link from the DuPage County Museum, and when I went to their website, I could not get back to the Aunty Math site very easily, I really had to search.  I was starting to feel a little harsh on my ratings, so I gave a 4 for the images not distracting students, which is true, there are not many things on this website to distract you from the content.  The colors are very friendly to children, and at first look, this looks like it will be a very fun website.  Children would probably spend a little bit of time here, before they loose interest and go to the next site.

Site 2:  This site was great, easy to navigate, appealing to the eye and very interactive.  I gave it a 5 on interactivity because when I was asked a math problem, I could get an instant hint if I wanted, or I could see the answer and solution to the problem in seconds.  I did several math problems and kept getting more, and they never repeated.  When people come to a math website, they don't want to do a lot of reading, they want to solve math problems.  This site is great about getting right to the point.  On the very first page I was able to get the “Challenge of the Day.”   


Content comments:

Site 1:  The content of this site was very lacking.  I would never go back to this site, nor would I recommend anyone to use this site.  The material on this site could be a of use to a teacher who doesn't want to come up with their own story problems, as long as they don't mind coming up with the answer as well.  There were come fun themed story problems that go along with the season, and holidays that children would probably enjoy.  One good example of this, on one story problem about camping, if you dig deep enough into the teacher resource, you find a recipe for s'mores, yum!  The only other link available on the website was to get back to the DuPage Museum website, and website trying to get you to buy the books of the author.  Nothing helpful for students or teachers.

Site 2:  The content of this website was great.  The problems on this site are very interesting and unique.  I have visited the site two days in a row, just to see what has changed, I even learned something new today!  The site scored very high in the category because the site is put together so well and in the information is very accurate and clear.  I gave a five on the additional resource links because I could easily navigate back and forth to several sites with a couple of clicks.


Technical comments: Neither site is big enough or has enough information to merit its' own search engine.

Site 1:  All the links did not work properly, and many of the links sent me to the same page, where it referenced a post made on September 5, 2006, and that could possibly be the last time this site was updated,  For how simple this website was, the pages did not load as quickly as I thought they would.  The thumbnail graphics were used, but they all sent you to the same place.  They trick you going into this site, there are three doors and you are told to click on one for a lesson.  When you return to the homepage and click on the other two doors, you see you have been tricked.  They all go to the same lesson.  If you don't want to put up more than one lesson, please only have one door.   There are no place to navigate through the site, or to search for problems from the past.  If I wanted a specific story problem, I had to look through all of the old problems and hope the one I wanted was near the top.  I was not at all impressed with the technical elements of this site.  I feel I could have putt together a better site, and I would have kept it updated as well.

Site 2:  This site was very easy to navigate, and all the information on the site is very easy to get to.  Everything on this site is just a couple of clicks away.  This site is very appealing to the eye, color use is great and the site is not at all cluttered.

  







Credibility/Authority/Reliability comments:

Site 1: I had no problems checking the author's credentials.  She has been a teacher for several years and has received many math awards.  She does try pushing her book on the website homepage, which I did not care for much.  Several times I would click on a link and see a note reading, “On this day, September 5, 2006,”  I hope this wasn't the last time she was on this site.  You get this message about every other link you click on.  There is no clear email address listed, but there is a place for comments, it is hard to tell how often those are checked or how quick the response will be.  

Site 2:   This site is funded and ran partly by the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.  The contact information has several teachers, professors and community officials.  This site scores very high on credibility because the names on the site can easily be verified by following the links, or performing simple searches.  The information stays very current, I have visited the site two days in a row, and I have yet to see the same problem.       

   .
Other considerations

    Is this a fee-based site? Can non-members still have access to part of the site?




Site 1:  There is no fee to visit this site.  It is connected to the DuPage County Museum homepage, where there they do take donations and have membership information listed.  Whether you are a member of the museum or not, it is very easy to access this site. 


Site 2:  This site never asked for any log information, or to donate any money to anything.  You do get the option to purchase software and CDs with the material.  The site actually encourages you to use this site and its' information within your community.












    You must register personal information, a name and/or password before using the site.





Y
N

Site 1:  You do not need a password to access this site.  This was really nice, they never asked for login information either.  You can come and go from this site as much as you like, and you never have to register.

Site 2:  You do not need a password or to register to access this site.  It is never an option.

    Does the site require additional downloads to operate correctly?

Site 1:  I did not have to download anything for this site.  It is very basic and simple.  No flash graphics, so even a computer that is not up to date on media information will have no problems with this site.


Site 2:  I did not have to download anything additional for this site.
  



I really enjoyed site number 2, “Figure This,” there was some very good information and the site was very useful.  I want to be a math teacher, and I would defiantly recommend my students to use this site.  It would be a great site to visit on a daily basis for the problems of the day and all the helpful hints.  The first time I went to this site, I smiled.  Everything was very aesthetically appealing, and younger students would really enjoy this.  There are many different types or problems on this site, story problems, short answer problems, real life, students would never get bored.  

Site 1, “Aunty Math” was awful and I would never visit that site again, or encourage anyone else to visit the site.  It really needs to be updated and kept up to date.  The site was very messy and difficult to navigate through.  I did not care for the story problems listed on the site either, some of them were very easy to figure out, while others were pretty difficult, and I have no way of ever getting the answers to see if I did the problem correctly.  
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